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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1.-2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) ^he— A video encoding apparatus e# 
Claim 1 comprising; 

a picture memory for holding inputted pictures; 

a reference time generation means for generating time 

information to be a reference; 

a picture input means for writing an inputted picture into 

a designated address in the picture memory; 

an input time recording means for recording (a) a time that 

is outputted from the reference time generation means when a 
picture is inputted to the picture input means, and (b) an 
address in the picture memory where the inputted picture is 
written, such that the time is associated with the address; 

an encoding means for encoding data in a designated address 

in the picture memory; 

a picture memory designation means for designating 

addresses in the picture memory which are targeted for 
processing, and for indicating the addresses to the picture 
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input means and the encoding means ^ respectively/ on the basis 
of the information recorded by the input time recording means, 
and for stopping data input until a writable memory area is 
secured, if data in the picture memory has not yet been encoded 
when designating addresses for the picture input means 
whoroin, — when — the — picture memory — designation moans — dooignatea — a 
position in the picture memory for — the pictur e — input moans, — i# 
data in the picture memory has not yet boon encoded/ — the picture 
memory — deoignation — moans — otops — data — input — until — a — writabl e 
memory area io oecured . 

4. (Currently Amended) ¥he— A video encoding apparatus o# 
Claim 1 comprising; 

a picture memory for holding inputted pictures; 

a reference time generation means for generating time 

information to be a reference; 

a picture input means for writing an inputted picture into 

a designated address in the picture memory; 

an input time recording means for recording (a) a time that 

is outputted from the reference time generation means when a 
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picture is inputted to the picture input means ^ and (b) an 
address in the picture memory where the inputted picture is 
written, such that the time is associated with the address; 

an encoding means for encoding data in a designated address 

in the picture memory; 

a picture memory designation means for designating 

addresses in the picture memory which are targeted for 
processing, and indicating the addresses to the picture input 
means and the encoding means, respectively, on the basis of the 
information recorded by the input time recording means, and for 
designating a position corresponding to the latest time, if data 
in the picture memory has not yet been encoded when designating 
addresses for the picture input means 

wh e r e in, — when tho picture memory deoignation means d oo ignatos a 
position in the picture memory for the picture input moans # — ir# 
data in the picture memory has not yot boon encoded, — the picture 
memory designation moans designates — a position corresponding — fee 
the last time , 

5. -6. (Cancelled) 
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1. (Currently Amended) ^*e — A v ideo encoding method e* 
Claim 5# employing a picture memory for performing reordering of 
pictures for predictive coding^ said method comprising: 

writing an inputted picture into a designated address in a 

picture memory; 

recording a time at which the picture is inputted^ and the 
address in the picture memory where the inputted picture is 
written^ such that the time is associated with the position; 

designating addresses in the picture memory which are 

targeted for processing in said writing an inputted picture and 
an encoding step^ respectively^ on the basis of the information 
recorded in the input time recording step; 

encoding data in a designated address in the picture 

memory; and 

the — picture — momory — doaignation — st e p — includos — a — step — e# 
stopping data input until a writable memory area is secured, if 
data in the picture memory has not yet been encoded when 
designating a position — in tho picture momory — » — addresses for 
the picture inputting step. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The — A video encoding method — e# 
Claim 5^ employing a picture memory for performing reordering of 
pictures for predictive coding^ said method comprising; 

writing an inputted picture into a designated address in a 

picture memory; 

recording a time at which the picture is inputted^ and the 

address in the picture memory where the inputted picture is 
written^ such that the time is associated with the position; 

designating addresses in the picture memory which are 

targeted for processing in said writing an inputted picture and 
an encoding step^ respectively^ on the basis of the information 
recorded in the input time recording step; 

encoding data in a designated address in the picture 

memory; and w herein the picture memory dosianation step inoludofl 
a otop of 

designating a — position — an address in the picture memory, 
which pool t ion address corresponds to ^fehe— a latest time, if data 
in the picture memory has not yet been encoded when designating 
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^ — pooition — iat — the — pictur e — momory — addresses in the picture 
inputting step. 

9. (Currently Amended) A frame rate conversion apparatus 
comprising: 

plural frame memories for holding inputted pictures; 

a reference time generation means for generating a 
reference timo information to bo a reforonco; time; 

a picture input means for writing an inputted picture into 
a designated address in a frame memory; 

an input time recording means for recording (a) a time 
which is outputted from the reference time generation means when 
a picture is inputted to the picture input means, and (b) an 
address in the frame memory where the inputted picture is 
written; 

an encoding cycle setting means for outputting an encoding 
cycle setting signal which designates an encoding cycle; 

an encoding means for encoding data in a designated address 
in the frame memory; and 
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a picture memory designation means £or designating 
addresses in the frame memory which are targeted for processing, 
and indicating the addresses to the picture input means and the 
encoding means, respectively, on the basis of the information 
recorded by the input time recording means, and the encoding 
cycle setting signal outputted from the encoding cycle setting 
means • 
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